INDUCTIVE STUDY IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION - PART TVENTY

With the destruction of the harlot, the church thigd to have it both ways by having an affairhwtite state
while 'married' to God, in chapter 18, and theltatal final defeat of the beast, every false idgpl@and the
false prophet, the men who promoted such ideolpgiezhapter 19, it would seem as if all our proise
were solved. But the greatest problem remaineshirii all other enemies of God is the Devil whotsth
our difficulties in the first place in Genesis Bow will the Lord eventually deal with Satan?

He is to be thrown into a jail where he can no Emgractise his techniques of deception.(20:1Kp
prison will be the abyss from which he releasedaltescks on man which were calculated to destrdy-(9
11) He will be the victim of his own schemes. rkiaventually trap themselves in a lonely prisothefr
own design.

The puzzle is to understand why this will be folyamthousand years rather than for ever. Why di&nd
solve our final problem only to let him loose o tlorld again? Be patient, the answer is comilogtl us
consider first what will happen during the thousgadrs.

The first feature of the thousand years withoutDeeil is that Christ will reign. For the first tiersince
Adam and Eve rebelled against God and took overl_tind, not Satan, will be unmistakably in charfe o
events on earth.(20:4-6) Reigning with Him will Garistians, firstly those martyred for their faitind
secondly those who have not taken on the thinkfrigeoworld, the mark of the beast. Jesus hacdjre
promised this to those who shared in His overcor(®igl; Matt.19:28) We will presumably have arefs
responsibility under His authority,(Matt.25:21; LR:17) which will not be able to be challenged laya®
and his agents as they always have been previously.

Those who have died without Christ will not be pafrthis time. Their resurrection is yet to cor2é:(12)
Again we will play our role as priests of God.(1t®et.2:9) Since the work of a priest is to bnmgn and
women into a relationship with God there presumalblystill be a task of world mission. If so, the
intriguing question is whether without the Devilarfering there will be any who refuse the gospel.
suspect there will because even in the absencatah3he problem of our rebellious human natine, t
flesh, remains. The other problem which will $bdl there so long as the flesh is present is thieab
other people with their human natures. Earth withibe Devil will still not be a sinless place. €Th
thousand years without the Devil will be the ansteahose who say that if God was good and wise He
would not have created Satan in the first platsvill become apparent that our real problem is us!

The second death has already been mentioned, @#iyill be described again.(20:14) The first Heat
ended our physical life but the soul and the spertain. For those without Christ, the spiritli®ady
dead.(Eph.2:1) The second death can thereforebanilge end of the soul as a rebel against God.

The release of the Devil will lead to one final frontation between believers and unbelievers,(2@)/-
proving that the flesh and the world are still verych in business. The Devil's approach will be same
as always, deception. He is a liar with a veryspasive message. Magog was one of the descemfants
Japheth, a son of Noah,(Gen.10:2) and is still@ata with the founding of a city in southern Rass
Gog, in Ezek.38:2-16; 39:1-11, was portrayed ag kinMagog and an enemy of God's people who will
himself ultimately be destroyed. Before any batikes place God will intervene with fire from heawas
He has done before.(Exod.14:19-25; | Kgs.18:38s/&cB) The outcome is the final defeat of the Devi
who will join the beast and the false prophet ia fdke of fire, and the victory of God's peoplar the
suffering Christians of the first century this @énty of ultimate victory was great news. Evendrethey
were to share inwardly in this victory whateveritloeitward circumstances. And so are we!

In the last few verses of this chapter,(20:11-b8&)final scene showing the consequence of Adaiélien
against God was played out. At long last afteusiamds of years of patiently reaching out in lavenan,
God will act in judgement. His verdict will be leason 2 kinds of book. In one set of books isrdu®rd in
terrible, accurate detail of the lives of all theg®o have rejected Christ. In the other book heenames of
those who accepted His offer of life. The groumad in the first book will inevitably share the safate



as the Devil and his allies. The second groupesitiape not because their record was better batbec
Jesus had already accepted responsibility for gepially vile record and taken the punishment
Himself.(Jn.5:24)

Now what? Two concluding chapters describe a newdawvithout sin, just as the first two chaptergiud
Bible describe a beautiful world before sin.

21:1-2 Q.1 How was verse one a fulfilment dP¢it.3:10-13? Who was the bride of Christ? Witht d
she look like? How is a bride prepared for hetamsl?(Eph.5:25-27)

21:3-8 Q.2 After the marriage where will thédegroom live? What will be the effect of the wadgon
those who belong to Christ? What is the signifteaaf Him being the Alpha and Omega in our livé§ho
will enjoy this new world? And who will not? Dogsrse 8 mean that being there depends on our
performance?

21:9-14 Q.3 The angel whose previous task wasyaunpleasant one in chapters 15 and 17 now has a
happier role. What was it? What was the first anost striking feature of Christ's bride? Writenahostep
by step a description of the heavenly Jerusaleow ¥as the city similar to the plan for the twetvibes
around the tabernacle in Num.2? What groups oplpewere linked with the twelve gates? What wéas th
saying to the people of Israel? What were spatialit the twelve foundation stones? What are shging
to Christians?

21:15-21 Q.4 What size was the city? Why wa® ibig? Why would God send an angel to measure
it?(11:1) What was this telling us? What wasditg made of? How was it similar in compositionthe
breastplate of Aaron?(Exod.28:17-20) What wereggtites and the streets made of? What significdoce
these materials have in the Bible? What is theissage to us?

21:22-27 Q.5 What important differences weredhmtween the old Jerusalem and the new one? Why
was this? How should this affect our lives todagho will get to live in the new city?

22:1-1-5 Q.6 The new city will not be a concrigtegle? What extra feature of the city was now
described? How was it similar to Genesis 2? Whg there no city in the Garden of Eden? Why tloeeef
was Gen.3 to Rev.19 worthwhile? Who will be inrgeaof the city? What will be our relationship kwvit
Him? How will this affect our lives? Why will the be no need for the sun? What clue does thesugas
to how the first three days of creation in Gen.dlddave light but no sun?

22:6-7 Q.7 Why do you suppose John repeatedgéring words of the book at this stage? What
important principle was he reminding us of? How tfze picture of the heavenly Jerusalem help usytad
our various problems?

22:8-9 Q.8 How did John repeat a mistake heen@flore?(19:10) How can we make the same mistake?

22:10-15 Q.9 Why was John told not to seal upantbeds of this book? What warning and what chdiice
he place before us? Once again who will be ingirdkewho will be outside?

22:16-17 Q.10 How did Jesus repeat the desanipticlimself in chapter one? What was the poirthaf
emphasis? What this time was His invitation tosthetill hesitating about Him?

22:18-21 Q.11 Revelation ended with one morensoelearning. What was it? Why is heeding this
warning so important? What two deep impressionsiishbe left in our minds as we end this study,
according to verses 20 and 21?



